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the privations which he insisted upon, tried him terribly.
He struggled on until -the end of June, and then started
for England.

Mrs. Railton, who after leaving Germany had
wintered in Davos, Switzerland, for3, the sake of her
children's health, joined him with the family at Mar-
gate, which from that time became their permanent
home.

The Commissioner arrived in a serious condition
of health, needing most careful and tender nursing.
He lay ill for months from sciatica, and when he did
rise from his bed, it was only to exchange it for an
invalid chair.

Though his sufferings were intense, the enforced
inaction, no doubt, saved his over-wrought brain from
serious and permanent harm, and he gradually
improved in the reviving air for which Margate is
so famous. He was always patient, always cheerful,
and just as eager as ever to do what he could, little
or much, as God willed.

The following birthday testimony, written shortly
before his breakdown, shows the same simple faith
and joy in God's service that characterized his earlier
years:

* Thank God, although I am forty-five years old to-day,
I believe that in His .providence I shall be able to spend
many more in His service at this glorious work. But be my
days few or many, my earnest desire is that I shall be a
blessing- wherever I go.*

His illness left him feeble and unfit for even the
smallest exertion, but at length he was able to creep
from his chair and make short journeys in Europe.
As he grew stronger these trips grew in length, and
he took an increasing share in the Meetings in the
different lands, until he became a welcome visitor and
exercised a wide influence in many European countries.

It appears to have been during these years that
the Commissioner adopted a line of action so unusual
from its width of outlook, that we cannot pass it over
in silence.